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The brilliant Ducati 848 went on sale last 
year there has only been two versions 
available – a red or a white one. This is 
unusual for the Italian firm which has 
been making higher-spec versions of its 
sportsbikes since the late ’80s. There’s no 
848S and, while the preceding 749 and 
748 were eligible for World Supersport 
racing, the larger 848 isn’t, so there’s no 
homologation-special ‘R’ version drip-
ping with stronger, lighter, faster and 
more expensive goodies, either. 

The ultimate 848
► This specially-commissioned £28k 
‘848R’ takes the sweetest-handling 
Ducati of all to a whole new level

Not that it’s stopped the creation of the 
machine you see pictured above. With 
no sign of an official 848R any time soon, 
Ducati-mad Gordon Cooper decided to 
make his own – or rather to commission 
Ducati Glasgow to do it for him.

He wanted the ultimate trackday bike, 
with the emphasis on handling rather 
than outright power, to learn the art of 
fast cornering. 

There was no expense spared, either. 
With a budget close to £28,000 and the 
bike set up by ex-MotoGP mechanic 
Stewart Miller of MPG, this 848 is prob-
ably the ultimate example of the breed.

Why you would to spend all this 
money on an 848, when you could get 
a 1098R for a similar price, or put a 
hefty deposit down on a Desmosedici 
RR? Well, Ducati doesn’t do an ‘R’ 
version of the of the 848, owner 
Gordon Cooper has a Des and a 1098R 
Bayliss replica, anyway. 

He told MCN: “I wanted to do a 
project bike for the track. After talking 
to Martin at Ducati Glasgow, we 
decided the 848 was a great base to 
start from. It has just the right amount 
of power and isn’t super-scary. 

“We wanted to improve on the 848 
package. There has never been an 
official 848R, so we thought we’d try 
and move it towards an ‘R’ spec in 
terms of the suspension and handling. 

We liked the compact, small 848 
engine, and weren’t interested in 
giving it a lot more power, other than 
putting a new exhaust system on it. 

“The project is almost complete, 
aside from the dry clutch, which we’re 
still waiting to receive from Ducati. 
I’ve ridden it a few times now and it’s 
awesome, absolutely fantastic!”

Why build it?

What’s it like to ride?
We tested the bike around the tight 
and twisty Knockhill circuit, near Ed-
inburgh. As on a true race bike, every 
sensation is amplified, every response 
sharper and more direct. 

The Brembo Monobloc calipers (as 
used on the 1098R and Desmosedici RR) 
bite on massive 330mm discs and give 
more power and a solid feel through the 
adjustable billet-alloy Ducati Perform-
ance levers. There’s tons more feedback 
through the Ohlins TTX rear shock and 
the Ducati 1098R forks (fitted with an 
Ohlins FG11 25mm cartridge kit) and 
masses of solid, unwavering grip from 
the Pirelli Superbike slicks.

The £2250 BST carbon-fibre wheels 
yield the biggest transformation over the 
stock bike. With less unsprung weight, 
the bike has a much lighter feel and takes 
minimal effort to turn. The suspension 
helps it to float over the bumps while  
giving unflappable stability at full lean, 
on the throttle and hard on the brakes. 

Just like the standard version, you have 
to work the 848’s engine to get the best 
out of it – one of the joys of the smaller 
Ducati compared to the less involving, 
lazier-revving 1098/1198. 

With another 13bhp at the rear wheel, 
it makes a true 135bhp and has much less 
weight to push around – along with the 
much lighter wheels, there’s a booming 
70mm titanium/carbon-fibre Termi-
gnoni exhaust system, plus carbon and 
fibreglass race bodywork. 

It all adds up to an 848 that’s even more 
urgent off the corners, faster down the 
straights and gruntier in the midrange. A 
super-smooth HM quickshifter fitted to 
the Ducati Corse rearsets lets the Ducati 
sing up and over Knockhill’s start/finish 
straight. Overall, and in keeping with the 
848 philosophy, this special retains the 
perfect blend of power and handling – 
only now there’s even more of both.  
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